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| Visitors

French anthropologist postoc
researcher David, and his Canadian g
research assistant Laura visited DG to’ %
further their understanding in animal 4
trafficking and illegal animal part trade jings
Borneo. David is interested in the rout@Se
taken to enable this black market to
happen. He wanted to understand the
animals and also get first hand
knowledge from workers and researchels.a
In the area, to understand a human
perspective on the wildlife trade.

Rebecca Rose

Becky, from Columbus Zoo in America,
= joined us for a few days this month. The

. zoo has been a lead funder for our

elephant, sun bear and nocturnal primate
projects. Becky came to meet wiRnshan
Guharajanto talk about his work on the
sun bears and to show her his traps aloncg
the ridgeline ofBatangan She also
followed Boss, our collared sldaris, with
PTY studentdannah Wilsorto understand
the animals movements and see how the
| 22Qa Y2ySé A& o0SAy
We hope she enjoyed her brief stay here
during her 2week trip to Sabah!
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Goodbye

ClémenceAlloin

Clemencewvas here for 3 months as one of our two
internships fromAgroparisteckengineering school of
agronomy and environment, Frandélémencéielped out

on many projects, but mainly worked in the study of the
orangutans around DG, carrying out research into their diet
and foraging. We hop€lémenceenjoys her future travels
and education. You will be missed!
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Interview with Becky:Rose

Could you tell us about your career working as a field conservation
manager at Columbus Zoo?

| have worked at the Columbus Zoo for 27 years. | was a teacher fir
taught at an early environmental education programme in my local
town. Wildlife had always been my passion so | went back to schoo
finished a degree in Wildlife Biology. During 1986 my advisor
recommended that | apply at the zoo, as a lot of conservation work
being made. So | first started to volunteer there, which led to me
getting hired as a keeper in the reptile division. An opening came u
the education department which seemed perfectly suited. | then
worked in the education department for 12 years, where | develope
programmes for school groups, teacher training and lots of different
experiences. Then on my own | travelled and so went to Borneo, Pe
etc and got more interested in conservation. The zoo then asked m
serve on the conservation committee as the education representati
At first | would develop education materials for some of the projects
that we support, but then became in charge of running the grants
programme. We give 70 grants a year to projects in 30 countries, w
we give away about $1 million a year. | accept applications and revi
the proposals every month with our committee, where proposals art
ranked and scored and voted for funding. Some of the philosophy c
our programme is that we understand and appreciate that conserva
takes a long time and if you really want to have an impact you need
0S AYy A0 F2N GKS f2y3 Nizyod | 2d
amounts of money every year but the consistency is more importan
So | try to really listen to the people in the field and learn a lot from
them. One of the most important things about my job is that | listen
what they say and read their reports, proposals and articles, and
interpret that for other people at the zoo.
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Interview with Becky:Rose

Do you mainly fund people working with animals at the zoo already
We do. Along with the privilege of having the species in the zoo, we
an important responsibility to support the species in the wild as the
majority of the zoo animals are endangered or threatened. We also
have other priorities which include animals with a high conservatior
need and also ones that are less charismatic. Local projects are als
very important and we give funding to our local rescue and
rehabilitation centre. We therefore prioritise species at our zoo, one
that are in need of conservation work and also local projects.

How did you come to know about DGFC and the research being
conducted here?

| met Dr. Benoitsoossen Africa at one of the meetings at the Pan
African Sanctuary Alliance in Uganda. He was working with rhinos
was about to come to Borneo. We then started to support some of |
projects, beginning with the work on elephants as we have Asian
elephants at the zoo. We then began funding for the nocturnal prim
project and now more recently the sun bear project.

How do you feel about the projects being run at DGFC? 3
L FSSt GKFEGO OKS@QNB 2dziaidl yRAY
as well as the follow ups and the reports. Its top notch!

What have you enjoyed most about your stay here?

Definitely realising how many researchers are based here, how mal
countries are represented and the level of enthusiasm. Everybody i
sharing information and working together to make a real community
adzLILI2 NG AY 3 SIFEOK 20KSN®» LQY @SN
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Encroachment oib palimocutting
In Batu Puti

Action has recently been taken to confront the practice of riparian
encroachment by the oil palm industry on the Kinabatangan River.
Twenty acres of oil palm (1.3 km long and3®n in width) that had
illegally encroached the riparian reserve was removed using an
excavator. The idea is recover and restore riparian reserves all alol
the river to enhance connectivity between the different fragments
which will ultimately promote wildlife across the entire river.

Datuk Pang Yuk Ming, the Assistant Minister of the Ministry of
Tourism, Culture and Environment (MTCE), personally took action
removing one of the oil palm trees and planting a young native tree
This initiative was facilitated by sustainable tourism and
conservation initiative KOPEL and research and conservation
organisation Danau Girang Field Centre.

This was not a one day public(
media display and the
programme aims to restore all
the forest that has been
invaded byLadang
Kinabatangan. There are to begx,

) N Benoit
Tl\“ , % Goossens
N I tree
many more of these corridor
recovery events, where

it‘. ) & ~ planting.
hopefully the State

Government make law violator - . .+ " \“}ﬂ‘ J
pay for the cost of putting back - ‘f.\}s'.‘ R

natural trees. A

DGFC
‘ . director,
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Encroachment ol palm.cutting
in Batu Puti: Thephotas

Left: The entire team which
helped restore the wildlife
corridor

Right: DatukPang YuMing
planting a native tree back
where it belongs

Left: Newly planted native
trees which will grow to

Right: DatukPang YuMing
removing an illegally placed
oil palm tree!
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More Probascisrimonkey
collaring!

This month a further two female proboscis monkeys were collared
along the river near the field centre. This isBanica{ G I NJ Q&
which she is looking at their movement and use of the fragmented
forest here along the Kinabatangan river.

These collars are from the companpisin Germany, which both

the civet and crocodile collars have also come from. GPS points ar
recorded every 60 minutes and Danica is able to go and track then
from 4.367pm daily. At this time they are mainly coming back dowr
to the trees along the river to sleep and so this allows Danica to
assess them and their behaviour within the group. It also makes
finding them very easy! All animals have had their points successfi
downloaded up until now, and we hope to be able to follow them fc
many more months to come!

To assist in the collaring, 4 members of the Wildlife Rescue Unit cé
to DG, including wildlife veterinarian Dr Diana Ramirez. We thank
them for their time and hard work with the collaring of these
animals!
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EarlhamField Course

Earlham College, from America, arrived on th& @a8May for a

12 day field course. The 8 students were led and supervised by
José, Wendy and Bill.

The students spent their first few days enjoying all the centre
has to offer in terms of projects, including following monitor
lizards, Boss the sloloris, civet tracking and bird and primate
surveys along the river at dawn and dusk.

The second part of their course required them to develop their
own project which they could collect data for, analyse and come
to conclusions in within a week. Students chose to study
macagues, butterflies and herbivory levels. They presented their
findings back to the rest of the group and this will go towards
part of their module mark.

The students have also experienced more of Sabah. They went
to the BorneanSun Bear Conservation Centre éebilok
Orangutan Sanctuary before they arrived at DG and will also
visit Sukauafter their stay here.
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Photosof field course




