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¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΧΦ 
 

Karena Spowart  
 
άL ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ 
Zoology at Cardiff University and thought I 
would gain some practical experience by 
coming to DG to see how science takes 
place in the field. I have assisted with the 
nocturnal primate study with Alice and 
helped Josie and Becky with their project 
assessing small mammals, frogs, habitat 
analysis and camera trapping. This has 
been a very rewarding and valuable 
experience which I feel has put me in good 
ǎǘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦέ  

Alexandre Laizé ς Forestry 

engineer student, AgroParisTech-ENGREF, 
Nancy, France 
  
άI have been given the opportunity to 
carry out a 4 months training period at 
DGFC. The main goals of my internship 
are: 
Å To discover a foreign research 

organization in order to put my French 
experience into perspective 

Å To discover and understand a subject 
related to tropical forest management 

Å To improve my English! 
During my stay, I will be assisting Danica 
Stark on the proboscis monkey project, 
helping with tree measurements and 
phenology methods. 
I'm really excited about discovering the 
incredible biodiversity of the Bornean 
ǊŀƛƴŦƻǊŜǎǘΗ έ 
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άL ŀƳ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ 5DC/ ŦƻǊ 
enabling me to fulfil not one, but two 
life dreams! Commune with wild 
orang-utans in their native habitat ς 
check! Try out being a field biologist ς 
check!  

While my main goal for my time in the 
forest of Borneo was to see wild 
orang-utans, I enjoyed participating in 
the process of developing and setting 
up research projects and assisting 
with data collection along side the 
PTY students and other visiting 
researchers. I have much greater 
respect for what field researchers do 
for the sake of science! Slogging 
through mud, torrential rains, waist 
deep water, razor like vines, and 
ƭŜŜŎƘŜǎΧΦƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƛƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 5DC/Η ά 

My time at DGFC has been incredible! 
Day one I was fortunate to spend 
with a wildlife videographer tracking 
down the wild forest elephants and 
learning about what it takes to get all 
of the incredible footage we enjoy on 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ../Ωǎ Ψ[ƛŦŜΩΦ !ƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 
start to my stay here. Soon enough, I 
had watched orang-utans on 4 
occasions; including getting to watch 
ƴŜǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƴ ΨƘŀǘΩ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΗ 

Maggie Van Cantfort 
 



Page 4  September 2011 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΧΦ 

ά aȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ 5D ƘŀŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀƛƳǎΥ 
 
 1. To coordinate two cooperative research applications 
for the German Research Foundations with Benoit. One 
project will be to study the evolution of extravagant 
sexually dimorphic traits on the model of the 
proboscis monkey. The second project will examine 
the effects of habitat fragmentation on terrestrial 
tropical small mammal communities along the Lower 
Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary.  
 
2. I am interested in the role of communication and 
cognition in primate adaptation and evolution. In 
Borneo, I am interested in geographical variation of 
loud calls in proboscis monkeys. Kathrin and I have 
therefore recorded the voice of males of different 
proboscis monkey groups along the Kinabatangan river 
for a comparison with those in Brunei and Indonesia. 
We also explored the usage of new equipment which 
seemed to be quite promising. 
 
3. I was interested to see the possibilities for collecting 
individual faecal samples of proboscis monkeys for 
ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎΣ ǇŀǊŀǎƛǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ ά 

Along with the three volunteers came Elke 
Zimmermann  and her colleagues ; Marine Joly and 
Marina Davila Ross , from Hannover University. They 
spent their time here catching up with Kathrin and 
Jenny and also getting involved with the other projects 
going on at DG. Marine joined Alice in tracking Krik, 
the Slow Loris, and compared this with her own 
research tracking mouse lemurs in Madagascar.  


